SUGGESTED WORDING FOR WEBSITE


Sample letter 3: Secretary of State

Dear Secretary of State

I have been very concerned to learn about proposals by Oxford City Council to allow a vast business park to be built on a greenfield site on the northern boundary of the City, as part of Oxford’s Core Strategy.  I strongly urge you to reject the Northern Gateway proposals.

I believe that a development of this scale, in this location, would threaten the character of one of the country’s most historic cities.  

What’s more, I am worried about the impact of this development on traffic passing through this area of central England.  Both the Highways Agency and Oxfordshire County Council’s Highways Authority are opposed to the Northern Gateway because it will create thousands of extra car journeys each day on trunk roads that are already some of the most congested in the county.   

I am also worried about the impact that such a large development would have on the environment.   The Northern Gateway plans involve concreting over a huge area of greenfield land.  This, and the pollution that would be caused by additional traffic, could pose a threat to neighbouring land, including the beautiful, unique habitat of Port Meadow.  Port Meadow is not only a Site of Special Scientific Interest but it is a Special Area of Conservation, which means it is supposed to enjoy the very highest level of protection under European Law.  

Please do not allow this scheme to go ahead.

Yours faithfully

[Your name]

[Your email address]

[Your address]
